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Hazel Smith 

Healthy New Towns initiative - Northstowe 

I have been to a couple of meetings in the last month about this: Northstowe is a ‘beacon’ project for the 

government’s Healthy New Town initiative. The generous funding for the planning phase is coming to a 

close, and the presentation by the South Cambs officer who has been working on it was very impressive. 

They have managed to influence the developers in Northstowe to make quite a few modifications to design 

and facilities which will help residents to lead healthy lives. The aspiration always was to prioritise 

pedestrians and cyclists over cars, and in addition there will be plenty of benches and dog mess bins on the 

longer walks round the lakes, and hopefully public toilets in the town centre. The NHS has been fully 

involved, and 5 medical practices from Over across to Milton will join together to support the residents of 

Northstowe. There will be a new Health and Civic hub in the town centre in Phase 2, but to start with 

patients are enrolled at GP practices in neighbouring villages, before being also seen in the community 

wing of the primary school in Phase 1. A new approach to care for those who need to see a doctor may 

involve video consultations, and a triage system so people can be referred directly to a specialist. 

This work will be embedded in the local systems (NHS, planning for new communities) and we have 

continued the funding at SCDC so that Waterbeach can also benefit. The New Town Blues should become 

a thing of the past if community facilities are built at the right time and new developments are mindful of 

the need to create a community from the start, with adequate facilities. With this in mind …. (read on) 

Waterbeach New Town Planning meetings rescheduled 

At the recent meetings about Waterbeach New Town and the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 

which should guide the development, we've protested about the compressed timeframe, and appealed that 

more time should be allowed to revise the SPD and to consider the detail in the planning documents. Only 

then can we consider the Urban and Civic planning application for 6,500 houses with a first phase of 1,600 

dwellings. Partly because of protests from ourselves and the parish councils, partly because of the number 

of representations – 363 representations made by 96 responders, 70 pages with 30,000 words -  and partly 

because of  unexpected IT downtime at SCDC, it has been agreed to delay the decision-making. We have 

pointed out that adopting the SPD on 3rd Dec (then deciding the U&C application  on 17th) would not have 

allowed a proper consideration of the feedback from the public and also from Waterbeach Cycling 

Campaign and the British Horse Society representative, which deserved to be taken seriously. 

Also submitting planning applications before the SPD has been finalised is putting the cart before the horse. 

Both applications - U&C (for 6,500 dwellings) and RLW (for 4,500 dwellings) have been in for months, so 

are technically at risk of non-determination. But we feel the current draft of the SPD looks more like an 

amalgamation of their planning applications than a fresh and inspiring guiding document, with which the 

developers must comply. We want the SPD to demonstrate a rigorous approach to design and planning – 

and to be agreed before the applications are considered. In fact the applications should respond to the 

planning document, not vice versa. In the current proposed schedule the SPD will be considered by the 

Scrutiny and Overview Committee on 22 January 2019 and then by Cabinet on 6 February 2019. 

 

Waterbeach IDB 

Anna and I attended the Internal Drainage Board meeting. The Council has representation on this alongside 

farmers because when farming land is developed for housing, South Cambs pays a drainage rate as the 

farmer would previously have done. Much of the discussion was about the very dry summer, and the 

attempted rationing of water allowed to be drawn from the river in that period. The IDB brought in a 

voluntary daytime ban on drawing water for irrigation, which was not complied with by everyone. If it 

becomes necessary, the more draconian suspension of rights to draw water (which needed to be brought in 

by the EA in some neighbouring authorities) is enforceable. 



Universal Credit 

At South Cambs a few people are going onto this each month. These will generally be single people whose 

circumstances have changed. There have been no desperate situations at the Council yet, though I attended 

a meeting with Heidi Allen MP and heard that many people are worse off than on Housing Benefit, in 

addition to the intial 5 weeks without a payment: the strong message is “don’t change unless you have to”. 

There is a useful tool online at www.entitledto.co.uk that will calculate these benefits. 

Local rough sleepers 

Each year South Cambs attempts to count the people sleeping rough on a particular evening in late 

November. Accordingly Anna and I had a look at likely places where people seem to have slept in the past. 

None were there, though there were bundles of bedding in 2 places. It was very cold. 

South Cambs Housing Strategy 

The new 5-year strategy is being prepared jointly with Cambridge City, and is the first step towards our 

next local plan which will cover the whole Greater Cambridge area. It will be published for 7 weeks of 

consultation from 10th December. 

An interesting visit – CareRooms UK 

This local company provides up to a week or two of convalescent care for people who are leaving hospital 

and not quite ready to go straight home. They have a number of hosts on their books, many of whom have 

been carers or medical professionals, and these people dedicate a room in their home with its own bathroom 

facilities to be a Care Room. The company equips the room with a temperature sensor, a small video 

console by the bed, and there is a monitoring band, rather like a smart watch, and a lifeline pendant alarm 

for the patient to wear. They are monitored continuously and have access to a doctor via the video link if 

they need it.  

The host provides company if the patient wants it, and 3 meals a day, etc, the food provided by the 

company. In return they are paid and have the satisfaction of knowing that their spare room is serving a 

useful function again.  

This seems a really good idea to ease the problem of bed-blocking, and I hope it will be a successful 

venture. 

Judith Rippeth 

Waterbeach SPD: 

I have been working alongside Anna and Hazel to ensure that the SPD is not rushed through without proper 

consideration given to the many representations submitted during the public consultation process.  The 

‘Urban and Civic’ application has now been put back until next year so to avoid a ‘cart before the horse’ 

situation.  This past month I have been pressing for a meeting to be set up between the planning officers 

working on the new town, U&C, RLW and ourselves to look in particular at the sections of the two plans 

which impact both schemes, such as transport infrastructure and access, and the development of the town 

centre.  I have also expressed my concerns about the current positioning of one of the primary schools 

within 60 metres of the A10 and the need for the SPD to ensure the development of a green and healthy 

place to live in, not just to aspire to it in language only.  We are still trying to find a mutually convenient 

date for the aforementioned meeting; but, I have met with Andrew Winter and Mike Huntington to propose 

agenda items. 

 

Cycling: 

After many months of campaigning supported by Anna and the Waterbeach Cycling Campaign, the 

cycle/footpath alongside the A10 between Car Dyke Road and the slip road off to Milton has been cut back 

and sided out.  This means that in places the path is now double the width; its narrowness having posed a 

real danger.  This vital maintenance was long overdue.  Medium to long term I would like to see a wider 

network of cycleways.  I am fully supporting the Waterbeach Greenway initiative and working with the 

http://www.entitledto.co.uk/


Cycling Campaign group.  I attended the public consultation event on 12th November and have added my 

comments and suggestions as I am sure have many other residents. 

 

Recycling Matters: 

On 6th November I visited the Waste Management Facility at Amey to look at their recycling processes 

and at the landfill sites.  It was an informative session and certainly enlightened me further on the sheer 

volume of waste we produce as a society. Unfortunately, I have had to postpone my meeting with Rebecca 

Weymouth Wood, Waste Policy, Change and Innovation Manager and also my visits to Milton Primary 

School, for reasons explained in my email.  I will be working on these again in January. 

 

Training: 

I attended a Commercialisation Masterclass on 8th November at Cambourne which looked, as the name 

suggests, at how SCDC could increase its income streams in the future so we are not too reliant on council 

tax receipts.  Some of the ideas suggested would also increase the number of services the council could 

provide.  Very much food for thought. 

 

Remembrance: 

I attended the Remembrance Sunday Service at All Saints Milton along with my daughter who is a guide 

with the 2nd Milton pack.  I was particularly struck by the beautiful crocheted poppies along the side of 

Coles Road opposite the War Memorial.  In the evening I joined Anna and Hazel (and marshalled in hi-

vis!) at the beacon lighting ceremony in Girton arranged by the Chairman of the Council.  Both events were 

very moving and thought-provoking ceremonies. 

 

Anna Bradnam 

 

Waterbeach Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 

Hazel, Judith and I have been concerned, along with Waterbeach Parish Council and representatives of 

cycling and equestrian interests, that the Waterbeach SPD seemed to be scheduled for relentless 

progression through various decision-making meetings with little opportunity for local interests, ideas and 

suggestions, voiced during the public consultation, to be taken on board. Thankfully we have been afforded 

a pause. I suspect that was mainly because 96 respondents submitted 363 responses during the public 

consultation, consisting of some 70 pages and 30,000 words of protest and suggestion. In addition, an IT 

shut-down for several days meant that work could not be advanced far enough to follow the original 

timetable. So instead the revised SPD will be brought before Scrutiny and Overview Committee on 22 

January and then to Cabinet on 6 February 2019.  The SPD will inform the design of the New Town which 

will be built over the next 30 years and we want it to be as good as it can be, taking account of local views. 

 

Emergency Response and Recovery  
Members were briefed that South Cambridgeshire District Council is a Category 1 Responder under the 

Civil Contingencies Act 2004. Practically speaking, in an emergency, Fire and Ambulance Services would 

lead any rescue and emergency action, whereas the District Council would lead Community Recovery. This 

means that in an emergency, the Council has a legal duty assess risk, maintain emergency and business 

plans, communicate with the public, promote business continuity, share information and cooperate with 

other responders. We were briefed at how communications would be managed – and limited – to enable 

those who are responsible for managing events – to do so. This system would interact with our Parish 

Emergency Plans to reach down to the local community. 

 

Licensing 

Following the introduction of new legislation and public consultation, the SCDC Gambling Act 2005 

Policy and the Licensing Act 2003 Policy have been revised. These Policies will be discussed and (I hope) 

adopted at Full Council on 29 November. Any updates will be given at parish council meetings. 

 

SCDC Business Plan 



South Cambridgeshire District Council is currently consulting on its Business Plan, which will guide us  

from 2019 to 2024. Please take the opportunity to have your say at 

http://www.scambs.gov.uk/the-council/performance-and-plans/council-plans-and-reports/council-aims-and-

objectives-the-corporate-plan/.  

The Administration pledged to put the heart into South Cambridgeshire by: 

- Building a range of homes people can genuinely afford to live in 

- Helping business to grow – supporting businesses of all sizes 

- Being green to our core – putting the environment at the centre of everything we do. 

Remembrance 

In my capacity as Vice-Chairman of South Cambridgeshire District Council, I attended Remembrance 

Services, in Huntingdon, at South Cambs Hall and in Peterborough where I, along with others, read five 

each of the 1,177 names of men and one woman who died as a result of enemy action in WW1. Of 166 

Peterborough ‘chums’ who left with the Northamptonshire Regiment on 1 September 1915 only 16 

returned home. On Sunday 11th November I attended services close to home in Milton and in Girton. 

 

Anna Bradnam 
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